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Freedom Firm seeks to eliminate child prostitution in India by rescuing minor girls, providing
effective rehabilitation and prosecuting the perpetrators of sex trafficking.

RESCUE

Freedom Firmundercover operatives locate minor girls in brothels and document the crime. This
information is then reported to the police. The Freedom Firm team, along with the police, raid the
brothels, rescue the girls and arrest the brothel keepers and traffickers. The rescued girls are then
placed in government shelter homes, and Freedom Firm files criminal complaints against their
perpetrators.

RESTORATION

Freedom Firm'’s social workers, working in partnership with shelter homes across the country,
provide rescued girls with counselling, life skill and vocational training. The creative program
includes a summer camp and employment with freedom businesses to help the girls grow in
confidence.

JUSTICE

Freedom Firm actively pursues the conviction of those responsible for trafficking minor girls.
Freedom Firm lawyers assist public prosecutors at each stage of the criminal trial. Rescued girls
are empowered to testify against their abusers and help bring them to justice. Every trial and
every conviction creates a deterrent and raises the cost of sex trafficking in India.

Upon becoming aware of the
reality of injustice, there is a
choice. One can either look away,
or figure out how to become part

of the solution. Freedom Firm

draws those who cannot remain
1dle when there are people
suffering so intensely.




The outcome of our efforts last year
encouraged us to aim for what seemed
impossible - to keep girls in safe custody for a
longer time despite the challenges arising out
of fake documents, custody applications of
irresponsible parents and fighting the early
release of victims. Our pages are filled as
always with wonderful stories of success,
failure, hope, change and above all joy. I think
of Shireen as I look back at the year. A story
that depicts it all. While this is the story of one
girl we know, there are many girls who will
identify with this story. Their ending is yet to
be known and therein lies our purpose.

A few months into the year, we learned about a
young girl missing from Bangladesh. A partner
organisation in Bangladesh who was tracking
her shared her last known location with us.
Our investigators got into action immediately
and traced her to a red light area in Pune.
Despite how hard we tried, we were unable to
rescue her in Pune. Not giving up, the team
continued to track her till they found that she
had been moved to Bangalore.

The search continued even with staff leaving,
staff joining, divine wisdom, conviction of the
calling and of her right to freedom. We located
her again only to learn that she was sent to
Chennai with a customer.

Finding her again only made us more
determined. The chase ended with us being
able to give her a taste of freedom in January.

Shireen is looking forward to going home.

We are working with an organisation in
Bangladesh that will help her complete her
schooling. She is worried her family will get
her married if she is sent home. Shireen loves
‘her didl, the social worker who held her hand
from the time she was rescued. Every art
project that she works on, she always keeps
aside the first drawing, painting or earring
that she carefully crafted for her didi. Her didi
calls her ‘mera bunno’ and she loves it. Shireen
wants to study and join the police force so she
can protect other girls.

Through the year, we sowed the seeds of
freedom for 47 girls, impacted 177 girls, booked
260 perpetrators. We learnt 3 things. The
importance of our conviction in freedom for
the girls. Their freedom is not subject to

situations and their restoration 1is not

constrained by circumstance.

Freedom for the girls also means we focus on
our service not our sacrifice.

National Director, Catherine Raja




RESCUED IN THE NICK OF TIME
Shireen

Q Bangladesh, June 2019 i =
On 23 June, an anti-trafficking organisation in =g
Bangladesh requests us to trace 16-year-old Shireen.

Q Pune, June 2019
Freedom Firm checks the red-light area.

Q Bangalore, July 2019
We trace the trafficker’s number, contact her and
learn that she is now in Bangalore.

Q Bangalore, August 2019
A weeping Shireen calls her family in Bangladesh and
asks them to rescue her.
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Lipi and Bonya - Shireen's traffickers

IN SHELTER HOMES IN MAHARASHTRA

Mid 2019 Aui’lg Aug’l9 Nov’l9

Q Bangalore, October 2019

Freedom Firm hires a private investigator to search for

Shireen.

Q@ Chennai, November 2019

~ We learn that the brothel keeper sent Shireen to Chennai
to a customer who agreed to pay Rs.12,000 a day and

hired her for the entire week.
Q@ Bangalore, December 2019

Our investigator keeps in touch with the trafficker but is
unable to meet Shireen as the trafficker is cautious.

@ Bangalore, January 2020

Shireen is rescued at 12.30 pm on 22nd January, exactly
six months after she was trafficked to Pune.
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We are pioneers, going
into small or
medium-sized towns
where nobody else
1s..trying to fill a role
where there's a need.




Freedom
‘Camps™

2 Camps, 46 Women
Awhole lot of fun, a whole lot of healing

Girls, staff and volunteers enjoyed fun filled
days in luscious Kodaikanal. Motivational and
pep talks, laughter and hugs, indoor and
outdoor activities helped each girl realize their
unique value and worth. Camp counsellors
encouraged the girls to leave their past behind,
all the shame, humiliation, betrayal, and abuse
and replace it with love, forgiveness, laughter
and joy. After camp they will all return to their
day-to-day realities but with a glimpse of what
It meant to be truly free.




NEWS AREAS INVESTIGATED

Nagpur Hingna, Ramtek, Kanhan, Butibori and
Kamathi.

Uttar Etah, Jahanabad, Unnav,
Pradesh Panna (Devendra Nagar) Jabalpur,
Mandala, Madai (Seoni) Mugal Sarai.

Pune Bangalore, Ichalkaranji, Jaysingpur,
Central & Eastern districts of Tamil Nadu,
Chakan, Talegaon.

West Baruipur, Gadiara, Garia (Private),
Bengal Thakurpukur, Chetla, Haldia, Kalna,
Khidderpur, Matia, Bowbazar.

In Uttar Pradesh, many brothels
are being operated in Kanpur,
Lucknow, Agra and in Meerut.
These areas even have their
own agents to deal with
customers.

In Neemuch, Madhya Pradesh,
the number of deras (brothels)
have increased and very young
girls have started soliciting. The
relationship between the
criminal network, stakeholders
and the criminal network and
politicians has been increasing.

In Kolkata, customers have
started watching live porn or
sex shows on the Internet. A
large network of female

In Nagpur, minors are being offered in reputed hotels and
private apartments at excessively high rates. Women
between 20-35 years of age are running the brothels.

In Purne, trafficked minors are being routed to bigger cities suppliers are supplying girls to
like Bangalore and other southern cities and are being smaller players for shorter
offered in private brothels in the outskirts of Pune. durations.

— 66

Freedom Firm is organic,
Innocent and grassroots.
There's nothing fancy

about it, and there's been
nothing fancy about it
since the beginning.
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Freedom Firm is working all over India to
fight crime against minors. Many victims are
undergoing continuous abuse by bad
elements in society and are helpless because
of poverty and illiteracy. An important part of
work is to continuously follow up with
survivors which plays an important role in
the rehabilitation of victims. We are thankful
to all Freedom Firm staff, who are working in
the field. Hats off to Freedom Firm!

Advocate Abhay Bodhe,
Child Welfare Centre,
Chandrapur, Maharashtra

For many years members of Freedom Firm
have been working with the Anti-Human
Trafficking Unit, AHTU, in Meerut to rescue
minor and major girls from immoral
trafficking. Their work is appreciated and
admired. We wish a bright future to Freedom
Firm and their team.

Sub-Inspector
AHTU (Anti Human Trafficking Unit),
Meerut, UP

Freedom Firm social workers have been
working in the Dablana area to rehabilitate,
uplift, provide education, and empower girls
of the Kanjar community. Freedom Firm has
treated these women and girls with affinity,
provided them with a sense of belonging,
helped contact estranged family members
and provided support for them. The social
workers efforts are tremendous and
appreciable. I wish them a bright future.

Ramvilas Gurjar,
Inspector-in-Charge,
Dablana Police Station, Bundi, Rajasthan

Handmade cards designed by
survivors of sex trafficking

We are an anti-sex trafficking
organisation on a mission to

end the sex trafficking of minors
in India.

FREEDOM FIRM
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www.freedom.firm.in



Remember me,
Because I will never forget you.

['was one of 1000s of young girls sold into the
sex trade. I have been called so many names
that I have forgotten my real one.

As soon as it was announced that I was a girl,
my parents rejoiced. Not because [ was the
girl they were desperately waiting for, but a
girl who would go out into the world and be

the breadwinner. [ was born into a
community that doesn't think twice about
sending their little girls into prostitution.

[ truly thought this was all [ was worth.

[ didn’'t know my age or which day of the
week it was. I didn't care. Till the day [ was
rescued. I met other girls who had similar
stories. Together we learned, together we

healed, together we slowly moved on.

All because of you. You believed in me.
You believed that I was worth rescuing.
You gave mea second chance. I am grateful.
[ truly am. I had plans and dreams. And now
[ can finally chase them. All because of you,
your sacrificial giving.

['will never forget you.



Freedom Firm's total revenue for the year
was INR. 2,39,63,330 (20% more than the last
year’s income of (INR 1,71,14,160). Our sources
of revenue have been grants from USA,
Europe and individual donors in India.

We were able to bring hope and healing to so
many children and young women this year
because of the sacrificial giving of individuals

and foundations from India and across the
world.

Our deepest gratitude to each person and
organisation who contributed to Freedom
Firm and allowed us to expand our work of
rescue, restoration and justice for victims of
sex trafficking in Indial

Revenue in INR: 2,39,63,330

India

0,
49% Free a Girl

10.3%

Expenditure in INR: 2,21,15,829

Restoration Operations
28.5% 20.1%

Freedom
Camps
4.9%
Justice
18.4%
Freedom Firm USA R;;‘;:e
81.3%
Grants received by Freedom Firm
Freedom Firm USA
Free A Girl
Justice Venture International
Alongside Asia
Individual Donors
Narsee Monjee and Jamnabai Narsee ﬁ aEEEoje
Public Charitable Trust
To contribute online please visit
Donations by check can be mailed to: www.freedom.firm.in/give/
Freedom Firm
8/10 USSS Animation Centre,
Charing Cross — €6
Ooty - 643001
Tamil Nadu In rescue, we ensure that we
are not trading one form of
oppression for another, and
Freedom Firm is a registered trust in India approved under section therefore are diligent about
80G(5)(vi) of the Income Tax Act, 1961. All donations are tax-deductible ensuring the dignity and
for Indian taxpayers agency of those we work with.




BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Mrs. Pamela Clark
Chairperson & Chief
Functionary
Principal (retd.) and
Education Consultant

Mrs. Nirmala Hannah Stephen
Vice - President, Consumer
Choices of GFK

(Growth For Knowledge)

Mr. Stephen George
Secretary
Graphic Designer

Mrs. Shirley Aaron
Head of Advertising and
Sales Operation

Mrs. Padmini Williams
Lecturer (retd.)

Front cover photo: A survivor getting ready for
an outdoor activity at a Freedom Camp

Back cover photo: Survivors in a shelter home
enjoying a lighter moment with a cat
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Postal Address

8/10, USSS Animation Centre,
Charing Cross

Ooty - 643001

Tamil Nadu

www.freedom.firm.in




